
  

  

 RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  

5000 Southwest Boulevard, Fort Worth, Texas  76116  ❖(817) 732-3388 

www. .org 
February 2024 

Join Zoom Meeting   
(US and Canada) 
Topic: Ridglea Worship Service 
Time: 10:30 AM Central Time  
Every week on Sunday, until  
Jul 21, 2024 
60 occurrence(s) 
     
February  4,  2024   10:30 a.m. 
February 11, 2024  10:30 a.m. 
February 18, 2024  10:30 a.m. 
February 25, 2024  10:30 a.m. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 875 7535 3065 

Passcode: 818178         

FEBRUARY  NEWSLETTERS 
 ARE AVAILABLE  IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 

 
 
 
 

 

 
We will celebrate the  

sacrament of Communion  
Sunday morning,  
February 4, 2024 

 SESSION MEETING  
WILL BE HELD ON 

 FEBRUARY 15,  2024 At 7:00 P.M. 

 ECLECTIC CAFÉ  
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Eclectic Café Sunday School  
Zoom code is 661 636 9082.   
No password required;  Attendees will be  
admitted from the waiting room.  

Lesson:   The EC is studying the book by  
Kathleen Norris entitled “Amazing Grace: A  
Vocabulary of Faith“.   The class selected the words 
they were most interested in discussing out of the 62 
words the author has written.  

Mission/Vision statement 
Following our Savior’s example, 

Ridglea Presbyterian Church 
strives to perform 

acts of compassion 
and inclusivity 

in our daily lives 
while seeking to grow 

in spirit and hope. 

"THE GATHERING", RPC's multi-generational 
Sunday School Class led by Paul Duncan, has 
started a six part DVD Series on  
Revelation.  The series began January 28th 
and will run for the next several Sundays.  All 
interested are welcome to attend! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87575353065?pwd=Mm9nK25Hc1BhOVArRFgwMG01YUhBZz09
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PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Is It Any Surprise? 
 
During a recent sermon I made reference to a newspaper story about the  
increase of the non-religious population in the United States.  Those are people 
who, when participating in surveys about their religious affiliation (Jewish,  
Catholic, Buddhist, Protestant, etc.) reply “none.”  In the early 1970’s just 5% of 
respondents placed themselves in that category; by the early 2000’s it had 

reached 15%, and in 2023 the category was at 28%.   
The sermon addressed the assertion, from sociologist Jörg Stolz, that “People don’t like 

being told what they should [or should not] do … especially when the teller isn’t especially  
qualified.  Increasingly, people are saying ‘Why do I need a pastor to tell me what to do?  What 
makes them any more insightful than this academic journal?’  The rise of the nones is the  
manifestation of a move toward greater autonomy of individuals.” (January 24, 2024 edition of 
the Washington Post; “More Americans are nonreligious. Who are they and what do they  
believe?” by Michelle Boorstein) The focus of that part of the sermon was the idea of authority, 
for Mark’s original audience and in the centuries since. The congregation in Capernaum was 
reacting to both the message and the healing abilities of Jesus, expressing astonishment at 
what they heard and saw (Mark 1:21-28). 

A pastor addressing the question of “why do I need a pastor…?” can easily sound  
defensive (especially while standing in a pulpit!), and there was undoubtedly a bit of that, but 
beyond the topic of pastors is the larger concept of “the greater autonomy of individuals.” 

Individual autonomy is important.  Yes.  Unfortunately, the Church has denigrated and 
battered the idea of individual autonomy for too long.  Individual autonomy is different, though, 
than what Jesus is addressing in Capernaum, which is overcoming religious strictures and 
structures.  What Jesus is illuminating and modeling in the synagogue is inclusion and  
relationship and honor within the larger community.  A man who had been deemed  
unworthy, unwelcome, unfaithful, undesirable, and even more, was brought into relationship, 
through Jesus.  In nearly every account of healing attributed to Jesus, there is an element of 
witness and connection to the larger community.  In Mark’s gospel, Jesus is emphasizing the 
importance of relationships, especially with people who are outside of our comfort zone. 

For too many decades too many Christian leaders have tried too hard to define the  
community of faith in ways that exclude, that shame, that denigrate the relationships that the 
gospels highlight.  So, is it any surprise that in five decades nearly a third of the country is  
asking “why do I need a pastor…?” 

Of course, congregations are not the only opportunities for people to connect, and we 
should also confess that sometimes congregations can be as insular and exclusive as civic, 
sport, or professional clubs.   However, the pastors I know, and the communities they serve, 
work hard at building relationships, providing safe and welcome spaces, practicing  
compassion.  Pastors like Lander in Sherman, Drew in Granbury, Matt in Fort Davis and Robyn 
in Fort Worth; Neill in Gaithersburg, Maryland, Marci in San Francisco, California, and Janet in 
Mt. Holly, North Carolina, and many dozens more.  To paraphrase Ridglea’s vision statement, 
we, like others, strive to be compassionate and inclusive every day, while seeking to grow in 
spirit and hope.  We, like others, are less concerned about the need for, or the authority of  
pastors, and more concerned about the connections between autonomy and community.  
When we say “see you in church,” it is less about the buildings, and more about the people.  
You are welcome!  
              Peace, 
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Staff 
 

        
    Roger Harwerth, Pastor     roger@ridgleapres.org      
    Patricia Taber, Office Manager    patricia@ridgleapres.org 
    John Sauvey, Director of Music Ministries   john@ridgleapres.org  
    Dale Bench, Organist      dalepipeorgan@sbcglobal.net  
    Emily Everts, Children and Youth Ministries Coordinator emily@ridgleapres.org 
          

 
Church Office #817.732.3388  

Making contact... 
 

Ridglea Presbyterian Church is a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA). It is governed by the Session, an 
elected body composing of elders and pastors.  Our committees, led by elders, oversee our ministries. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Email:  Clerk@RidgleaPres.org. 
Our deacons oversee our ministries of care and compassion.  Email:  Deacons@RidgleaPres.org 

RPC TRUSTEES 
   

Class of 2023  Class of 2024  Class of 2025 
Jim Godfrey  Tom Sisolak 
   

RPC FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  Class of 2023   Class of 2024    Class of 2025 Class of 2026  Designee 
 Will Stallworth   Steve Staples     Ken Kibler  Gordon Ramsey Shiryl Thompson Gillaspie 

2022-2023 RPC DEACONS 
Lynne Payne  - Moderator 

Kit Van Nostrand—Home Member Care Coordinator 
Ruth Ann Rinewalt—Hospital Care Coordinator 

Dean Phillips – Hospital Care Coordinator 
Jean Godfrey – Funeral Reception Coordinator 

Jo VanOosterhout 
Glenna Cleworth 

RPC SESSION 
Class of 2024  Class of 2025  Class of 2026 
Susan Everts  Mary Fisher  Beth Duncan 
Jean Hadley  John Little  Shiryl Gillaspie 
Marji Raunikar Mick Stuart  George Tischler 
Mary Beth Wagner Durinda Walker Reeve Van Nostrand 
 

Clerk of Session: Karen Landon 
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February  

PWR General Meeting 

 On February 27th, we will have 
a presentation from Sheri Paris, 
who works with A Beloved Com-

munity Bearing Fruit.  This or-
ganization provides free Bible 
Study lessons to children experi-
encing homelessness. 
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YOUTH...RPC 
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THE 2024 FLOWER CALENDAR IS POSTED IN THE  
NARTHEX FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO WOULD LIKE TO 
PROVIDE FLOWERS  FOR THE SANCTUARY SUNDAY 
WORSHIP  SERVICES  IN RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL 

DATES, OCCASIONS OR LOVED ONES YOU WOULD LIKE 
TO CELEBRATE IN THE UPCOMING YEAR. 

2024 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday mornings  
 8:30 a.m. 

Central Market– Upstairs 
The men’s prayer breakfast has been a vital part of 
Ridglea’s mission and ministry for decades.   
We enjoy a hearty breakfast and pray for people 
and events around the world.   

 
 
 

 

Many of us know the blessings of having fellow church members pray 
for us and others.  Prayer Request items are distributed to a list  
maintained by PWR.  Anyone who would like to be added to this  
distribution list should call the Church office.  Anyone who has a prayer 
request can send the information to Ruth Ann Rinewalt at 
r.rinewalt@att.net. 

We  need  ushers,   communion  
servers,   and   liturgists  for  
Sundays  during the 2023 year of 
worship.   Please volunteer to  
help with  the Sunday morning  
worship service.   Also, if you 
signed up for a particular  

Sunday  and something comes up,  please contact 
Durinda Walker at 817-229-9880 in order to fill 
those positions.   
 
Sign up  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0d49a4ae2ea3f85-ushers1  

      The Jam Sessions are held on 
       the 2nd and 4th Monday in the  
       Sanctuary from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.       Lots of bluegrass, folk,  
Americana and country music is 
shared with acoustic  unamplified)  
instruments.  Musicians of all skills are 
encouraged!  

https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
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On the first two Sundays of the month, beautiful note 
cards will be available for RPC members to send to our 
“at home” members. Following worship service, these 

cards will be in white baskets in the Narthex on a first come basis.   
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Your Session Invites you to  
Follow these simple steps: 

 
1. Find your passion  

2. Find your  Team/COMMITTEE 
3. Identify your meeting night 

4. Get Involved! 

2nd Sunday of the Month  
February 11, 2024        11:45 a.m. 

Board of Deacons: Focus on Members 
      Lynne Payne, Moderator 

2nd  Tuesday of the Month  
February 13, 2024   6:15 p.m. 

Christian Education:   Focus on Learning and Growing 
Susan Everts, Chair 

 1st Tuesday of the Month 
February 6, 2024   7:00 p.m.  &  Zoom 

Fellowship Team:  Focus on Social Gatherings 
Beth Duncan,  Chair                                     

2nd  Wednesday of the Month 
February 14, 2024  5:30 p.m. 

Commitment Team:  Focus on Guests 
Mary Fisher, Chair 

1st Wednesday of the Month  
 February 7, 2024   5:30 p.m. 

Worship Team:   
Focus on Sunday & Special Services 

Durinda Walker,  Chair  

2nd Wednesday of the Month 
February 14, 2024   6:30 p.m. 

 Building & Equipment :  
Focus on Physical Structures 

    George Tischler, Chair 

1st Thursday of the Month 
February 1, 2024    6:00 p.m. 

Personnel:  Focus on Staff Support 
   George Tischler, Chair  

 2nd Thursday   
(week prior to  Session Meeting)   

6:00 p.m.  -   Zoom 
Finance & Budget:  Focus on Stewardship 

Reeve Van Nostrand, Chair 

2nd Tuesday of the Month 
February 13, 2024  6:00 p.m. 

Outreach Team: Focus on Mission 
 Marji Raunikar, Chair   

3rd Thursday of the Month 
February 15, 2024     

7:00 p.m.—RPC Sanctuary & Zoom 
Session Meeting 

Pastor Roger Harwerth, Moderator 
 
 

Clerk of Session    
          Karen Landon 
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RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

5000   SOUTHWEST BOULEVARD 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS    76116 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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