
  

  

 RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  

5000 Southwest Boulevard, Fort Worth, Texas  76116  ❖(817) 732-3388 

www. .org 
March 2024 

Join Zoom Meeting   
(US and Canada) 
Topic: Ridglea Worship Service 
Time: 10:30 AM Central Time  
Every week on Sunday, until  
Jul 21, 2024 
     
March   3, 2024   10:30 a.m. 
March 10, 2024   10:30 a.m. 
March 17, 2024   10:30 a.m. 
March 24, 2024   10:30 a.m. 

March 31, 2024   10:30 a.m. 
Easter Sunday 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 875 7535 3065 

Passcode: 818178         

MARCH  NEWSLETTERS 
 ARE AVAILABLE  IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 

 
 

 
 

We will celebrate the  
sacrament of Communion  

Sunday morning,  
March 3, 2024,  

Maundy Thursday 
March 28, 2024 
Easter morning 
March 31, 2024 

 SESSION 
MEETING  
WILL BE 

HELD  
ON 

 MARCH 21, 
2024  

At 7:00 P.M. 

 ECLECTIC CAFÉ  
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Eclectic Café Sunday School  
Zoom code is 661 636 9082.  No password required;  Attendees will be ad-
mitted from the waiting room. Lesson:   The EC is studying the book by 
Kathleen Norris entitled “Amazing Grace: A Vocabulary of Faith“.   The 
class selected the words they were most interested in discussing out of the 
62 words the author has written.  

Mission/Vision statement 
Following our Savior’s example, 

Ridglea Presbyterian Church 
strives to perform 

acts of compassion 
and inclusivity 

in our daily lives 
while seeking to grow 

in spirit and hope. 

"THE GATHERING", RPC's multi-generational 
Sunday School Class led by Paul Duncan, has 
started a six part DVD Series on  
Revelation.  The series began January 28th and 
will run for the next several Sundays.  All interested 
are welcome to attend! 

MARCH 10th  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87575353065?pwd=Mm9nK25Hc1BhOVArRFgwMG01YUhBZz09
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PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

Getting Into the Swing of Lent 
(adapted from a previous article) 

 
 
Every so often I am asked to present devotionals or presentations for groups.  
One of my favorite starting points is an article from The Atlantic Monthly Journal 
titled “Throwing Like a Girl.”  (the magazine is now simply The Atlantic). The  

article is largely about muscle memory and the physics of throwing a ball, and how it is by 
sheer repetition that a person becomes adept at throwing objects.  Without repetitive motion, 
the action of the shoulder, arm, and wrist is awkward and one is said to “throw like a 
girl” (though the article does make note that many females throw quite well, because of  
repetition, and that the phrase is quite simply offensive). 

As a way of understanding the subtleties of repetitive action, the article suggests trying to 
throw with one’s “non-dominant” hand – the one that isn’t used to eat, write, or throw with.  It is 
a strange, and often humbling experience for a right-handed person to attempt to do something 
with their left hand (or vice-versa), particularly something as “easy” as throwing a ball. 

Not only do I use that article for groups, I occasionally practice what it suggests,  
particularly with an old softball bat that rests just inside my office door.  When I need to clear 
my head or get a sharper focus, I often pick up that bat and roam up and down the hall, slowly 
swinging at imaginary pitches (sermons, newsletter articles, and devotionals are examples of 
when I might go roaming the halls, waiting for new insights or perspectives – when no one else 
is in the building). 

I’m naturally right-handed, but when I’m swinging at imaginary pitches I don’t always 
swing from the right.  It takes more concentration, but I will occasionally turn my hands over on 
the bat and swing from the left side.  Those left-sided swings aren’t nearly as adept as those 
from the right, but that’s okay – I’m not swinging from the left so that I will actually hit a ball 
from that stance. 

I’m going through those different, odd, uncomfortable motions as a way of reminding  
myself that I need to stretch beyond my comfort, beyond my routine, beyond my capacity.  I go 
through those awkward, unfamiliar motions because they remind me of how I might do familiar 
tasks better. 

As a time of reflection and discernment, the season of Lent is an opportunity for each of 
us, and all of us, to reflect on our routines, our practices of faith, our relationships with the 
world and with God.  Lent is an opportune time to consider the burdens or habits that we may 
have accumulated and would like to discard, as well as considering new approaches to  
comfortable traditions. 

Lent is often considered a time to “give up” things, like chocolate, or smoking, or 
swearing, as a way of bringing focus to our faith.  While there is nothing wrong with giving up 
these or other habits, Lent can also be a time of adding a new emphasis to practices of faith.  
Consider, perhaps, praying in a fashion that is different from your routine (such as changing 
posture from sitting to standing, or with a lit candle to focus upon), or praying at a time of day 
that is often taken up by others tasks (while opening the mail, or during lunch). 

Like  trying to  throw a  ball with the  opposite hand,  or  swinging a bat from the opposite 
side, Lent can be a time of bringing new attention to how we already practice our faith, and how 
we can become even more attuned with our faith. 
 
      Peace, 
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Staff 
 

        
    Roger Harwerth, Pastor     roger@ridgleapres.org      
    Patricia Taber, Office Manager    patricia@ridgleapres.org 
    John Sauvey, Director of Music Ministries   john@ridgleapres.org  
    Dale Bench, Organist      dalepipeorgan@sbcglobal.net  
    Emily Everts, Children and Youth Ministries Coordinator emily@ridgleapres.org 
          

 
Church Office #817.732.3388  

Making contact... 
 

Ridglea Presbyterian Church is a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA). It is governed by the Session, an 
elected body composing of elders and pastors.  Our committees, led by elders, oversee our ministries. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Email:  Clerk@RidgleaPres.org. 
Our deacons oversee our ministries of care and compassion.  Email:  Deacons@RidgleaPres.org 

RPC TRUSTEES 
   

Class of 2023  Class of 2024  Class of 2025 
Jim Godfrey  Tom Sisolak 
   

RPC FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  Class of 2023   Class of 2024    Class of 2025 Class of 2026  Designee 
 Will Stallworth   Steve Staples     Ken Kibler  Gordon Ramsey Shiryl Thompson Gillaspie 

2022-2023 RPC DEACONS 
Lynne Payne  - Moderator 

Kit Van Nostrand—Home Member Care Coordinator 
Ruth Ann Rinewalt—Hospital Care Coordinator 

Dean Phillips – Hospital Care Coordinator 
Jean Godfrey – Funeral Reception Coordinator 

Jo VanOosterhout 
Glenna Cleworth 

RPC SESSION 
Class of 2024  Class of 2025  Class of 2026 
Susan Everts  Mary Fisher  Beth Duncan 
Jean Hadley  John Little  Shiryl Gillaspie 
Marji Raunikar Mick Stuart  George Tischler 
Mary Beth Wagner Durinda Walker Reeve Van Nostrand 
 

Clerk of Session: Karen Landon 
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Many of us know the blessings of having fellow church mem-
bers pray for us and others.  Prayer Request items are distribut-
ed to a list maintained by PWR.  Anyone who would like to be 
added to this distribution list should call the Church office.  
Anyone who has a prayer request can send the information to 
Ruth Ann Rinewalt at r.rinewalt@att.net. 

We  need  ushers,   communion  servers,   and   
liturgists  for Sundays  during the 2023 year of 
worship.   Please volunteer to  help with  the 
Sunday morning  worship service.   Also, if you 
signed up for a particular Sunday  and  

something comes up,  please contact Durinda Walker at 817
-229-9880 in order to fill those positions.   
 
Sign up  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0d49a4ae2ea3f85-ushers1  

  
                 The Jam Sessions are held on the    
                   2nd and 4th Monday in the Sanctuary  
                  from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  Lots of bluegrass,  
                   folk, Americana and country music is 
shared with acoustic  unamplified) instruments.   
Musicians of all skills are encouraged!  

 

https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
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 RPC Youth & Children’s News……… 
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RPC celebrated our own 
Helen “Sunshine” Luckett’s  
100th birthday in October.  

Please forgive the  
oversight and thank you to 

all who made this a  
wonderful event to share 

with Helen  
for her special day!! 
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THE 2024 FLOWER CALENDAR IS POSTED IN THE  
NARTHEX FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO WOULD LIKE TO 
PROVIDE FLOWERS  FOR THE SANCTUARY SUNDAY 
WORSHIP  SERVICES  IN RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL 

DATES, OCCASIONS OR LOVED ONES YOU WOULD LIKE 
TO CELEBRATE IN THE UPCOMING YEAR. 

2024 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday mornings  
 8:30 a.m. 

Central Market– Upstairs 
The men’s prayer breakfast has been a vital part of 
Ridglea’s mission and ministry for decades.   
We enjoy a hearty breakfast and pray for people 
and events around the world.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The RPC Outreach Team helps with food bank  
distribution at Quail Trail Apartments on the 3rd  
Friday of each month.  There are 48 units at Quail 
Trail that provide permanent supported housing for 
chronically homeless individuals with disabilities. If 
you are interested in volunteering at Quail Trail, 
please contact Lynne Payne.  
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Circle Meeting Times: 
Circle 1:  March 12

th
 at Church (Fish Classroom) 10:30 a.m. 

Circle 2:  March 12
nd

 at Church (Eclectic Café) 10:30 a.m. 
Circle 3:  March 5

th
 at Church (Eclectic Café) 6:30 p.m. 

  
March PWR General Meeting:  A representative from the Fort Worth Fire 
Department will present information about home safety issues for the  
elderly, fire extinguisher use, and CPR. 

 
Just Bring It –March 2023:  We will be collecting the following items for Cougar Pride  
Alliance: Regular paper napkins, fruit snacks, chewy granola bars & peanut butter or 
cheese crackers. PWR is also collecting feminine hygiene products for WestAid.  This will 
be an ongoing project.  Please place donations in the Just Bring It wagon. 
 
Looking Ahead: 
PWR Women’s Retreat:  Registration is open for the April 19-20, 2024, Women’s Retreat 
at Camp Crucis in Granbury.  There will be dinner & entertainment on Friday, and the  
retreat will be on Saturday. There will be no April General Meeting due to the RPC 
Women’s Retreat.  

 
Sheri Parris, Director of Simple Bible Study Ministry with Arborlawn United Methodist 
Church, was the guest presenter at the February 27

th
 PWR General Meeting.  SBS  

provides 8 weekly Bible Study groups for those staying at the Presbyterian Night Shelter, 
serving approximately 150 homeless persons weekly. 

 

 

March  

PWR General Meeting 

 On March 26
th
, a representative from the 

Fort Worth Fire Department will present 
information about home safety issues for 
the elderly, fire extinguisher use and CPR. 
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The RPC Annual 
Chili Cook-off was 
held during our  
February Fellowship 
Luncheon.  
There were 15  
entries this year.  
The winners were: 
 First Place —  
 Linda Launder,  
Second Place —  
 Jared Welch,  
Third Place —  
 Paul Morrison.  
Many thanks to all 
who entered and 
helped with the  
luncheon.  



10 

  

RPC 2024 ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE  
AND FELLOWSHIP 

We received 140 bears during 

Service of  Worship on  

February 25th, 2024, and  

dedicated them for the  

on-going ministries of Cook 

Children’s Hospital. Many 

thanks to all who helped out 

with this annual project!! 
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Your Session Invites you to  
Follow these simple steps: 

 
1. Find your passion  

2. Find your  Team/COMMITTEE 
3. Identify your meeting night 

4. Get Involved! 

2nd Sunday of the Month  
March 10, 2024        11:45 a.m. 

Board of Deacons: Focus on Members 
      Lynne Payne, Moderator 

2nd  Tuesday of the Month  
March 12, 2024   6:15 p.m. 

Christian Education:   Focus on Learning and Growing 
Susan Everts, Chair 

 1st Tuesday of the Month 
March 5, 2024   7:00 p.m.  &  Zoom 

Fellowship Team:  Focus on Social Gatherings 
Beth Duncan,  Chair                                     

2nd  Wednesday of the Month 
March 13, 2024  5:30 p.m. 

Commitment Team:  Focus on Guests 
Mary Fisher, Chair 

1st Wednesday of the Month  
March 6, 2024   5:30 p.m. 

Worship Team:   
Focus on Sunday & Special Services 

Durinda Walker,  Chair  

2nd Wednesday of the Month 
March 13, 2024   6:30 p.m. 
 Building & Equipment :  

Focus on Physical Structures 
    George Tischler, Chair 

1st Thursday of the Month 
March 7, 2024    6:00 p.m. 

Personnel:  Focus on Staff Support 
   George Tischler, Chair  

 2nd Thursday   
(week prior to  Session Meeting)   

6:00 p.m.  -   Zoom 
Finance & Budget:  Focus on Stewardship 

Reeve Van Nostrand, Chair 

2nd Tuesday of the Month 
March 12, 2024  6:00 p.m. 

Outreach Team: Focus on Mission 
 Marji Raunikar, Chair   

3rd Thursday of the Month 
February 15, 2024     

7:00 p.m.—RPC Sanctuary & Zoom 
Session Meeting 

Pastor Roger Harwerth, Moderator 
 
 

Clerk of Session    
          Karen Landon 
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RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

5000   SOUTHWEST BOULEVARD 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS    76116 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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