
  

  

 RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  

5000 Southwest Boulevard, Fort Worth, Texas  76116  ❖(817) 732-3388 

www. .org 
June, 2024 

Join Zoom Meeting   
(US and Canada) 
Topic:  
Ridglea Worship Service 
Time: 10:30 AM Central Time  
Every week on Sunday, until  
Jul 21, 2024 
     
June    2, 2024    10:30 a.m. 
June    9, 2024    10:30 a.m. 
June   16, 2024   10:30 a.m. 
June   23, 2024   10:30 a.m. 
June   30, 2024   10:30 a.m. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 875 7535 3065 
Passcode: 818178         

JUNE  NEWSLETTERS 
 ARE AVAILABLE  IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 

 

 
 

 
We will celebrate the  

sacrament of Communion  
Sunday morning,  

June 2, 2024 

 SESSION MEETING  
WILL BE HELD ON 

 JUNE 20, 2024  at  7:00 P.M. 

 ECLECTIC CAFÉ  
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Eclectic Café Sunday School  
Zoom code is 661 636 9082.   
No password required;  Attendees will be  
admitted from the waiting room.  

The Eclectic Class began a study of Free Will a couple of 
weeks ago and will continue that for a few more. The  
leaders are Lynne Payne, Thylis Chambless, and Marsha 
West. We have at least two more sessions, depending on 

how much we discuss this intriguing subject. � Please bring 
your questions and comments and join us in the Eclectic 
Class.  

Mission/Vision statement 
Following our Savior’s example, 

Ridglea Presbyterian Church 
strives to perform 

acts of compassion 
and inclusivity 

in our daily lives 
while seeking to grow 

in spirit and hope. 

"THE GATHERING" 
 
Our Multi-Generational Sunday 
School class led by Paul Duncan 
has begun a new series.  It is 
called "Live Your Values." The 
exercise is thought provoking, 
not judgmental. Please come be 
part of the group. All Are  
Welcome! We plan to meet 
throughout the summer.  

June 16 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87575353065?pwd=Mm9nK25Hc1BhOVArRFgwMG01YUhBZz09
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PASTOR’S NOTES 
 

A Moment or Three 
 
Being “the new pastor” in town meant being the one who preached at the community 
Thanksgiving service, hosted by the Baptists that first November in ministry, and also 
being the one who spoke at the Memorial Day service at the local cemetery in May.  
There were four other pastors participating in the Thanksgiving service alongside the 
new pastor, but all of those old-timers assured the newbie that Memorial Day was a  

solo event – except, they didn’t share that information until late April.  When the new pastor realized 
they would be “on their own” at the end of May, there was a moment or three that crept toward anxiety. 
Thanksgiving is one of those holidays that school children talk about every year, for weeks on end, so 
even the newest pastor has a wheelbarrow of knowledge about the Mayflower and the Pilgrims and 
Native Americans and turkeys and maize and giving thanks and so on.  Memorial Day was little more 
than the “last holiday” before the end of the school year, so there was not nearly as much to draw  
upon.  Hence, the moment or three that crept toward anxiety. 

What does a pastor say, or do, at a Memorial Day gathering, standing in a field of tombstones?  
Surely it is different than a graveside funeral?  Surely it is less a celebration, and more of a … what?  
The new pastor could count on one hand the number of family members – fathers, grandfathers,  
uncles, cousins, siblings – who had been in the military in the past sixty-plus years, so there weren’t 
any family stories to draw upon either.  Another moment or three that crept toward anxiety. 

Before search engines and the internet and social media, finding answers to questions like this 
meant either talking to people with experiences, or going to the library, or both.  So, the new pastor 
reached out to other pastors, and to mentors, and to a few seasoned church members for their insights 
and suggestions and helpful hints.  A handful of hours were spent in a local library and a few books 
were borrowed.  Hours and hours of information were whittled down and down and down for this  
gathering, this community event, set in the solemnity of tombstones. 

Expecting forty or even fifty people at the cemetery, the pastor was surprised when the crowd 
turned out to be fourteen, including their spouse and two children.  More and more whittling, because 
forty people might sit through forty minutes of prayers and scripture and homily and benediction and 
such, but a dozen people – including four- and eight-year old’s – they need a smaller portion of  
appreciation.   Another moment or three that crept toward anxiety. 

An opening prayer, a few paragraphs about the post-Civil War roots of the celebration, then a 
poem about the lingering grief from that war: The Blue and the Gray by Francis Miles Finch.  Some  
reflections on community, and faith, and hope, and service, and then one more poem: Warm Summer 
Sun by Mark Twain.  Then a benediction.  One of the older gentlemen approached the new pastor with 
a handshake and said that was mighty fine, mighty fine, and appreciated the brevity of the service – not 
quite fifteen minutes.  The gentleman’s wife said “now, don’t you be teasing our pastor!” and the  
gentleman said there was no teasing intended, quite the contrary.  He looked at the young pastor and 
said, “There was a speech given at Gettysburg that went on for over two hours, and no one cared to 
remember what was said.  Then Abraham Lincoln stood and spoke for less than five minutes and no 
one dared to forget what was said.” 

Decades later, the no-longer-new pastor appreciates the traditions and scope of Memorial Day, 
and still finds solace in the forlorn imagery of that century-old poem by Francis Miles Finch.  Reflecting 
on the aftermath of war, Finch writes: “under the sod and the dew/ waiting the judgment day/ under the 
laurel, the Blue/ under the willow, the Gray.”  In one of his letters, the apostle Paul writes “there is no 
longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female, for all are one in Christ.”   

As a nation, we take time to remember those who have given their lives in service to our  
country, with equal honor.  As a community of faith, we take time to remember the resurrection of the 
One who lives in service to the realm of God, so that glory will be known to all; a living memorial, a  
moment or three, of grace.     

    Peace, 
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Staff 
 

        
    Roger Harwerth, Pastor     roger@ridgleapres.org      
    Patricia Taber, Office Manager    patricia@ridgleapres.org 
    John Sauvey, Director of Music Ministries   john@ridgleapres.org  
    Dale Bench, Organist      dalepipeorgan@sbcglobal.net  
    Emily Everts, Children and Youth Ministries Coordinator emily@ridgleapres.org 
          

 
Church Office #817.732.3388  

Making contact... 
 

Ridglea Presbyterian Church is a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA). It is governed by the Session, an 
elected body composing of elders and pastors.  Our committees, led by elders, oversee our ministries. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Email:  Clerk@RidgleaPres.org. 
Our deacons oversee our ministries of care and compassion.  Email:  Deacons@RidgleaPres.org 

RPC TRUSTEES 
   

Class of 2023  Class of 2024  Class of 2025 
Jim Godfrey  Tom Sisolak 
   

RPC FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  Class of 2024    Class of 2025 Class of 2026  Class of 2027  Designee 
  Steve Staples     Ken Kibler  Gordon Ramsey Nancy Staples  Shiryl Thompson Gillaspie 

2022-2023 RPC DEACONS 
Lynne Payne  - Moderator 

Kit Van Nostrand—Home Member Care Coordinator 
Ruth Ann Rinewalt—Hospital Care Coordinator 

Dean Phillips – Hospital Care Coordinator 
Jean Godfrey – Funeral Reception Coordinator 

Jo VanOosterhout 
Glenna Cleworth 

RPC SESSION 
Class of 2024  Class of 2025  Class of 2026 
Susan Everts  Mary Fisher  Beth Duncan 
Jean Hadley  John Little  Shiryl Gillaspie 
Marji Raunikar Mick Stuart  George Tischler 
Mary Beth Wagner Durinda Walker Reeve Van Nostrand 
 

Clerk of Session: Karen Landon 
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Many of us know the blessings of having fellow 
church members pray for us and others.  Prayer 
Request items are distributed to a list  
maintained by PWR.  Anyone who would like to 

be added to this distribution list should call the Church 
office.  Anyone who has a prayer request can send the  
information to Ruth Ann Rinewalt at r.rinewalt@att.net. 

We  need  ushers,   communion   
servers,   and   liturgists  for Sundays  dur-
ing the 2024 year of worship.    
Please volunteer to  help with  the  

Sunday morning  worship service.    
Also, if you signed up for a particular Sunday  and  
something comes up,  please contact Durinda  
Walker at 817-229-9880 in order to fill those  
positions.  Sign up  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0d49a4ae2ea3f85-ushers1  

https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
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YOUTH...RPC 

 

 

RPC 2024  
GRADUATES 

 
Jadyn Martin, 

Estella Rodriguez  
 Ketsia Disuma 
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 Just Bring It – June 2024  
 
 

 
 
We will be collecting school supplies for  
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and  
Services (PCHAS)—more information to 
follow. We are also collecting unused 2024 
calendars for DRC. We continue to collect 
items for WestAid on an ongoing basis. 
There is a labeled box near the office for 
donations of toiletries, sanitary products, 
and food.  
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Wednesday mornings  
 8:30 a.m. 

Central Market– Upstairs 
The men’s prayer breakfast has been a vital part of 
Ridglea’s mission and ministry for decades.   
We enjoy a hearty breakfast and pray for people 
and events around the world.   

     
   

 
 

The Jam Sessions are held on the  2nd 
and 4th Monday in the Sanctuary from  
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Lots of bluegrass, 
folk, Americana and country music is 
shared with acoustic  unamplified)  
Instruments.   
Musicians of all skills are encouraged!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The session has called a congregational meeting for 
June 2, for the purpose of electing persons to fill  
vacancies on the session of the board of trustees.  The 
meeting takes place immediately after the service of 
worship.  
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Your Session Invites you to  
Follow these simple steps: 

 
1. Find your passion  

2. Find your  Team/COMMITTEE 
3. Identify your meeting night 

4. Get Involved! 

2nd Sunday of the Month  
June 9, 2024        11:45 a.m. 

Board of Deacons: Focus on Members 
      Lynne Payne, Moderator 

2nd  Tuesday of the Month  
June  11, 2024   6:15 p.m. 

Christian Education:   Focus on Learning and Growing 
Susan Everts, Chair 

 1st Tuesday of the Month 
June 4, 2024   7:00 p.m.  &  Zoom 

Fellowship Team:  Focus on Social Gatherings 
Beth Duncan,  Chair                                     

2nd  Wednesday of the Month 
June 12, 2024  5:30 p.m. 

Commitment Team:  Focus on Guests 
Mary Fisher, Chair 

1st Wednesday of the Month  
June 5, 2024   5:30 p.m. 

Worship Team:   
Focus on Sunday & Special Services 

Durinda Walker,  Chair  

2nd Wednesday of the Month 
June 12, 2024   6:30 p.m. 
 Building & Equipment :  

Focus on Physical Structures 
    George Tischler, Chair 

1st Thursday of the Month 
June 6, 2024    6:00 p.m. 

Personnel:  Focus on Staff Support 
   George Tischler, Chair  

 2nd Thursday   
(week prior to  Session Meeting)   

6:00 p.m.  -   Zoom 
Finance & Budget:  Focus on Stewardship 

Reeve Van Nostrand, Chair 

2nd Tuesday of the Month 
June 11, 2024  6:00 p.m. 

Outreach Team: Focus on Mission 
 Marji Raunikar, Chair   

3rd Thursday of the Month 
June 20, 2024     

7:00 p.m.—RPC Sanctuary & Zoom 
Session Meeting 

Pastor Roger Harwerth, Moderator 
 
 

Clerk of Session    
          Karen Landon 
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RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

5000   SOUTHWEST BOULEVARD 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS    76116 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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