
  

  

 RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  

5000 Southwest Boulevard, Fort Worth, Texas  76116  ❖(817) 732-3388 

www. .org 
July, 2024 

Join Zoom Meeting   
(US and Canada) 
Topic:  
Ridglea Worship Service 
Time: 10:30 AM Central Time  
     
July     7, 2024   10:30 a.m. 
July   14, 2024   10:30 a.m. 
July   21, 2024   10:30 a.m. 
July   28, 2024   10:30 a.m. 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/94412640306?
pwd=OAMaaNCwbNJAbIaNN0CKrv7C89WxKx.1 
 

Meeting ID: 944 1264 0306 
Passcode: 380490 

JUNE  NEWSLETTERS 
 ARE AVAILABLE  IN THE CHURCH OFFICE 

 

 
 

 
We will celebrate the  

sacrament of Communion  
Sunday morning,  

July 7, 2024 

 SESSION MEETING  
WILL BE HELD ON 

 JULY 18, 2024  at  7:00 P.M. 

ECLECTIC CAFE SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
The Eclectic Café Sunday School class has  
begun a study called, “It’s In Our DNA.” We  
began last Sunday by looking at how service and 
justice are related to the creeds in our Book of 
Confessions. We’ll finish that up June 30. The 
first two Sunday’s in July we’ll be looking at the 
connection between service and justice and  
human rights. The leaders are Lynne Payne and 
Marsha West, and the study will go through July 
14. 
Eclectic Café Zoom meeting ID:  
915 2396 5224 
Password is Eclectic. Hope you can join us.  

Mission/Vision statement 
Following our Savior’s example, 

Ridglea Presbyterian Church 
strives to perform 

acts of compassion 
and inclusivity 

in our daily lives 
while seeking to grow 

in spirit and hope. 

"THE GATHERING" 
 
Our Multi-Generational Sunday 
School class led by Paul Duncan 
has begun a new series.  It is 
called "Live Your Values." The 
exercise is thought provoking, 
not judgmental. Please come be 
part of the group. All Are  
Welcome! We plan to meet 
throughout the summer.  

https://zoom.us/j/94412640306?pwd=OAMaaNCwbNJAbIaNN0CKrv7C89WxKx.1
https://zoom.us/j/94412640306?pwd=OAMaaNCwbNJAbIaNN0CKrv7C89WxKx.1
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PASTOR’S NOTES 
ANON 

 
My office includes a few quirky things, some for conversation, some for  
focus, some for distraction, some for remembering, some for play.  There 
are Lego vehicles, and candles, and Grandma Harwerth’s candy dish, 
there are figurines, icons, balls of various shapes and sizes, mementos 
from previous congregations, and rocks.  Quite a few rocks.  There are  

river rocks, volcanic rocks, a Petoskey stone, and a few others that have accumulated 
over the years.  About a decade ago, in a little store in Joseph, Oregon, I came across a 
basket of geodes, all about the size of baseballs, and I snapped up seven or eight of 
them, mostly because the nearly-hollow, mineral-encrusted insides of a geode can be a 
fun way to illustrate the surprise of Easter – if one has a big enough hammer!  

Then, there are the rocks that were left on the front porch of the church awhile 
back.  One morning, in front of the outer doors leading into the sanctuary, there set a  
little half-pint jar with a couple of layers of wax dripping over the rim.  Inside there are 
about nine or ten rocks, all of them highly polished and each a different color, such as 
blue, brown, beige, black, red, green and grey, and there is also a little velveteen bag.  
Tied to the jar with a ribbon there was a small, hand-written note: “A Satanist gave us 
these rocks.  We sealed them to keep bad inside.  Please help.”  And it was signed, 
“Anon.” 

From the moment I saw the note, and even now, I chuckle about this most unusual 
gift, and the quandaries therein.  While there are people who call themselves 
“Satanists,” as a Presbyterian pastor that belief system is, for me, akin to belief in a  
Flying Spaghetti Monster (that is a real thing, too).  Also, there is the idea of sealing a jar 
because the rocks might contain badness – can that be true?  There are icons around 
my office that people have brought from their travels (Cyprus, Nazareth, etc.), but should 
they, or are these icons somehow imbued with “holiness” similar to rocks that might  
contain badness?  And then, there’s “Please help. Anon.”  What help is being  
requested?  Keep the rocks sealed?  Turn them into holy rocks?  And who is going to 
know?  So many chuckles, so many questions, such a quandary, just looking at the jar – 
still sealed, for now. 

For four years this small jar of shiny rocks has hung around.  Is the jar still sealed 
because there is bad inside?  Maybe, but probably not – that’s what my understanding 
of theology leads me to conclude.  The jar is still sealed to remind me that the beliefs of 
others won’t always line up with my beliefs.  The 
jar is still sealed to remind me that looking good 
can be different than being good.  The jar is still 
sealed, and the note remains with it, to remind 
me that people consider our place, our space, our 
community, to be trustworthy, helpful, and safe.  
That is why the jar is still sealed, and will continue 
that way, to remember, to focus, and to ponder. 
 
                           Peace, 
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Staff 
 

        
    Roger Harwerth, Pastor     roger@ridgleapres.org      
    Patricia Taber, Office Manager    patricia@ridgleapres.org 
    John Sauvey, Director of Music Ministries   john@ridgleapres.org  
    Dale Bench, Organist      dalepipeorgan@sbcglobal.net  
    Emily Everts, Children and Youth Ministries Coordinator emily@ridgleapres.org 
          

 
Church Office #817.732.3388  

Making contact... 
 

Ridglea Presbyterian Church is a member of the Presbyterian Church (USA). It is governed by the Session, an 
elected body composing of elders and pastors.  Our committees, led by elders, oversee our ministries. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Email:  Clerk@RidgleaPres.org. 
Our deacons oversee our ministries of care and compassion.  Email:  Deacons@RidgleaPres.org 

RPC TRUSTEES 
   

Class of 2025  Class of 2026       Class of 2027 
Tom Sisolak  Reeve Van Nostrand      Paul Morrison 
   

RPC FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  Class of 2024    Class of 2025 Class of 2026  Class of 2027  Designee 
  Steve Staples     Ken Kibler  Gordon Ramsey Nancy Staples  Shiryl Thompson Gillaspie 

2024-2025 RPC DEACONS 
Lynne Payne  - Moderator 

Kit Van Nostrand—Home Member Care Coordinator 
Ruth Ann Rinewalt—Hospital Care Coordinator 

Dean Phillips – Hospital Care Coordinator 
Jean Godfrey – Funeral Reception Coordinator 

Jo VanOosterhout 
Glenna Cleworth 

Diane Keller 

           RPC SESSION 
Class of 2025  Class of 2026   Class of 2027 
Mary Fisher  Beth Duncan   Paul Morrison  
John Little  Shiryl Gillaspie  Marji Raunikar 
Mick Stuart  George Tischler  Mary Beth Sisolak-Wagner 
Durinda Walker Reeve Van Nostrand  Becky Williamson 
 

Clerk of Session: Karen Landon 
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YOUTH...RPC 
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Wednesday mornings  
 8:30 a.m. 

Central Market– Upstairs 
The men’s prayer breakfast has been a vital part of 
Ridglea’s mission and ministry for decades.   
We enjoy a hearty breakfast and pray for people 
and events around the world.   

     
   

 
 
The Jam Sessions are held on the  2nd and 
4th Monday in the Sanctuary from  6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Lots of bluegrass, folk, Americana 
and country music is shared with acoustic  
unamplified) Instruments. Musicians of 
all skills are encouraged!  

  
 

Just Bring It – July 2024  
We will be collecting school supplies for  
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and  
Services (PCHAS)—more information to 
follow. We are also collecting unused 
2024 calendars for DRC. We continue to 
collect items for WestAid on an ongoing 
basis. There is a labeled box near the of-
fice for donations of toiletries, sanitary 
products, and food.  

We  need  ushers,   communion   
servers,   and   liturgists  for Sundays  dur-
ing the 2024 year of worship.    
Please volunteer to  help with  the  
Sunday morning  worship service.    

Also, if you signed up for a particular Sunday  and  
something comes up,  please contact Durinda  
Walker at 817-229-9880 in order to fill those  
positions.  Sign up  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0d49a4ae2ea3f85-ushers1  

Many of us know the blessings of having 
fellow church members pray for us and  
others.  Prayer Request items are  

distributed to a list maintained by PWR.  Anyone 
who would like to be added to this distribution list 
should call the Church office.  Anyone who has a 
prayer request can send the information to Ruth 
Ann Rinewalt at r.rinewalt@att.net. 

https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
https://www.ridgleapres.org?mailpoet_router&endpoint=track&action=click&data=WyIxIiwiNjk3NzQ3IiwiMTM4IiwiY2I1MTY2NGU0YWEwIixmYWxzZV0
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RPC 
PWR 2024  

FUN SUMMER 
PROGRAMS 
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July, 2024 Birthdays 
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Your Session Invites you to  
Follow these simple steps: 

 
1. Find your passion  

2. Find your  Team/COMMITTEE 
3. Identify your meeting night 

4. Get Involved! 

2nd Sunday of the Month  
July 14, 2024        11:45 a.m. 

Board of Deacons: Focus on Members 
      Lynne Payne, Moderator 

2nd  Tuesday of the Month  
July 9, 2024   6:15 p.m. 

Christian Education:   Focus on Learning and Growing 
Susan Everts, Chair 

 1st Tuesday of the Month 
July 2, 2024   7:00 p.m.  &  Zoom 

Fellowship Team:  Focus on Social Gatherings 
Beth Duncan,  Chair                                     

2nd  Wednesday of the Month 
July 10, 2024  5:30 p.m. 

Commitment Team:  Focus on Guests 
Mary Fisher, Chair 

1st Wednesday of the Month  
July 3, 2024   5:30 p.m. 

Worship Team:   
Focus on Sunday & Special Services 

Durinda Walker,  Chair  

2nd Wednesday of the Month 
July 10, 2024   6:30 p.m. 
 Building & Equipment :  

Focus on Physical Structures 
    George Tischler, Chair 

1st Thursday of the Month 
July 4, 2024    6:00 p.m. 

Personnel:  Focus on Staff Support 
   George Tischler, Chair  

 2nd Thursday   
(week prior to  Session Meeting)   

6:00 p.m.  -   Zoom 
Finance & Budget:  Focus on Stewardship 

Reeve Van Nostrand, Chair 

2nd Tuesday of the Month 
July 9, 2024  6:00 p.m. 

Outreach Team: Focus on Mission 
 Marji Raunikar, Chair   

3rd Thursday of the Month 
Junly 18, 2024     

7:00 p.m.—RPC Sanctuary & Zoom 
Session Meeting 

Pastor Roger Harwerth, Moderator 
 
 

Clerk of Session    
          Karen Landon 
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RIDGLEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

5000   SOUTHWEST BOULEVARD 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS    76116 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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